[APRIL seemed of the character of lumbago, being much increased on attempting to stoop, or when pressure was made over the part. The patient ascribed it to exposure to cold and wet. Under dry cupping and the use of turpentine stupes the pain was abated, so that stooping could be accomplished without much uneasiness. Soon, however, the patient began to complain of loss of power in the lower limbs, which gradually increased until complete paraplegia was established. The sensibility and temperature of the legs remained unaltered, the urine was natural, and there was complete power over the bladder and rectum. A little uneasiness was referred to the back, but there was no sensation of girding round the body. The idea entertained of the case was that very chronic softening of the cord was in progress. A suspicion that there might be cancerous or tubercular disease of the vertebrse was abandoned on the ground that there was no appearance of cachexy ; that pain was trifling, and that there was little tenderness on pressure; that there was no angular projection nor any indication of disease in other regions. About Dr Joseph Bell read a paper on this subject, which will be found at page 917 of the present number of this Journal.
